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which must always he produced by a bad cause, fallacy in
the arguments, and errours in the assertions.

This speech I am obliged to answer, because his lord-
ship has been pleased to call out for any lord who will as-
sert, that the Dutch have agreed to concur with us in
assisting the queen of Hungary. That all the provinces of
that republick have agreed to assist us, is indeed not true;
nor do I know, my lords, by whom or upon what authority
it was asserted; but the concurrence of the province of
Holland, the most important of all, and whose example the
rest seldom delay to follow, has been obtained, which is
sufficient to encourage us to vigorous resolutions, by which
the rest may be animated to a speedy compliance.

The concuirence of this province has been already the
consequence of the measures which have been lately pur-
sued ; measures from which, though just and successful,
the ministry cannot claim much applause ; because all
choice was denied, and they were obliged either to remain
passive spectators of the ruin of Europe, and, by conse-
quence, of Britain, or to do what they have done. And*
surely, my lords, that necessity which deprives them of all
claim to panegyrick, will be, likewise, a sufficient security
from censure. There is, indeed, no reason to fear cen-
sure from judges so candid and experienced as your lord-
ships, to whom it may without difficulty be proved, that the
balance of Europe has already changed its position, and
the house of Bourbon is now not able to preponderate
against the other powers.

By entering into an alliance with Sardinia, we have
taken from the crown of Spain all the weight of the terri-
tories of Italy, of which the Austrian forces are now in
possession, without fear or danger of being interrupted;
while the passes of the ocean are shut by the fleets of Bri-
tain, and those of the mountains by the troops of Sardinia.

Those unhappy forces which were transported by the
-Spanish fleet, are not only lost to their native country, but
exposed without provision, without ammunition, without
retreat, and without hope: nor can any human prospect
discover how they can escape destruction, either by the fa-